
Rev. Francis Kinsler

1420 SANTO DOMINGO AVE.

DUARTE. CALIF. 91010

May 17, 1991

Dear Eileen,

Sorry to say that I did not snc-

ceed in getting the tape I mentioned to you,

but I am enclo.sing herewith a copy of the

talk which I spoke of, and I hope it may

help a little in your preparing for your

missionary talk in Haddonfield.

I greatly appreciate yo' r paying so much

attention to the Bible Clubs in your talk

and feel sure you will have a great time

talking to the Women's Association in the Had-

donfiled Church. Do’"othy joins me in sending

our very best to you and Sam,

Sincerely yours.
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^y fchrol, Christif^Loe,\o,, .,ur..,.y niyj;t ^hi;rci fvery yurury; i;,y r rtrt'- ve,f • <-o.eanesdfy ni r.i-.t rrayer nieetiri,-; too bad tkore v.ere no Oa vbreak
’

'-aver ^^eet-

J
Scnool a felt a desire to beccne e iriai-tortl I J VPS not yood enough- the truest tnouyht I ever bra A little’laoer mv tvo older sisters end brother end I were invited to - r.-rir-f.

Stony orock, Lon-- Isisnd; Ve 'lnjt, ni-hr"
"r,r^ '’•'T

" '‘V'-rn talk and naked the yoony people t„ co l I'ria^dr d give their lives for full-time missionary service; ve four v ere not sit-
forward; after finishing our education mv twoslaters pnd I landed in Korea; my brother, in Cleveland, Ohio,

Durina: my senior year ?t Princeton Seminary I served as director of vounrreorles- work at Tb^rd Churcb, Prenton, J., and one Sunday tw^LmLaT
0^? S^LrrrK!r“/'^%^r srintual routine; the next morninir atour Se.hiri.p. hpetdKfasv they reported on ?ran Kinsler houving all thos, boauti-f ,l sirla to vork vith, end one of the,,, added, "And. yosh, he seta phd 1-oJV , but test a not the half ol it; there I found and won the dearest andbest companion of my life.

c.nu

'"hat year Dr. Ceorge -hannon KcCune
, president of Union Chri.-tian College-yenffvang, Korea gave the Mission lectures at the Seminary; he started talk-’ing to me about going to Korea; I held back at first, and then I saiu- >!

^hureh U-eir, a" V. Korea and theBlroady developing; I wart to yo to a pioneer rield." iieaid. That f just wnat I want, somebody to set up a yissiou in v->iclu"i« -a,ui

?on'ij:rr^ .raduates";^nd tn;^^ add;;; ‘’'1^: r'l.lon -card pucva lor new missionaries is filled, you'll have to raise .IbOOo"’'I went to my room thinking -he's asking for a double bargain: me and C5000''so the next time I said, "I'll go, if you get the money."
" ’

ohil'r\^obi^?rr"f
® ^ named for my dear Aunt Frances. As a

r.

ff^rents: 'Why did you n? me me Francis‘S That is a avirl's
debated whether tc name you Fraiicis or Archibald"-that settled tnat. Fy Aunt Frances did Church work in Cleveland and seent her’ondays on the lakefront estate of a Mrs. Taylor, owner of the Taylor Depart-

Teylor was spendin.. at the Ir^Le-
I'oi'

'^''^nt to - sk her for ^=5000 for a new missio anv for Korea.What s his name: ^^she^^asked
; he said, "well, you don't know him, but nis name

1 . rancis Kinsler
; "Don't know him", she exclaimed, "she's my best fnend."

Cotlegf'^
^ Korea, but Dorothy was not yet finished in

At that time I phoned my mother to tell her I w^as goin to Korea: she saidsomething like "that's fine", but her voice broke. Later that Spring as herPresbytenali Tew-ident she asked me to tell the ladies why I v.ao goinr to be
a missionary; I nid the best I could; but sometime later 1 learned that sheana the Almi-hty had arranpged for m.e to be a missionary before I v as born.

nd to Ftudy
^hric trfif^s

In fyenp--/p.nr , Korep I arsigned to live v. ith the FcCunes,
the If 1 (d^e • J nictde sorne trijs to Manchuria. I spent the hirst
v-'ith Dr. and f-;rs. Jcnpt':?n Ocfortn, in Manchuria. Later I spent a day cross-
ing the broad steppes of Manchuria in a beat-up, broken-down, overloaded bus,
1 lelt the srrinip's were entirely ,/one; at a stop the Chinese driver, pointing
to his Chevrolet ous

,
.as’’-'ed me through my Korean interpreter: "Do you have



anything like this in America?" Hardly!

churia it was so bi t terlv^cold^^n th
^ i'^orthern city of Harbin, in Man-

the place where I v-as [o'.tai "Vf i "“T
h'"'? ^ "f

ssid, "„e don’t know; the ti,ermon,e'ter Isn’t ir'ye^!"”™
She

"on^oliarborti^\'!e‘went^(‘o rreetfnr-''f‘t‘«r" ‘°th
hanohurian-

floor, the tables, and ^he°oha"r"e^:' blacr'’„^5VcMoff tne tables and chairs with ^ tn-t-Qiii hi
hmese boy was dusting

supper. A littiriatefthf^lu ’=«’ had wolf meat for
"Into Mongolia": we said "cr^hrsaid""®?’""' i''"’"’'®
a missionary dr^m?

’ Mongolians are dirty.” What

turnin/T from mother trip and changinpM trairei
military might. On re-

by four Jaranese rlain-cl nt he^ ^mo".
""spini’ka I was surrounded

the platform and looked for Vrooh th^i’t^I^wo^^^^
suitcase, opened it on

nothing but shirts, socks and a Bible they left ir«aInsr^Lrre*'’?dthat An American missionary woildn’t be much heln fnhrMf
^ ^ could see

ians living in Kanchurla. "b„ much for mrSssionaS dream!

and^^LrtfK^ref !n ‘'ioiohed college

”rand“'!!u!tt!"!!!r!hyl"!!s‘!!!a!rK;rLlC^
t!et!o"n1a«! !u'u!rtl”h!

b!reL-!hr!a!!!LTB:dT! t1 Tf^ !:-;a!lLem-
time, and they cam! f!!! c”! ,!ry Chu!!h!! ! !”! I*! e"f '! ?M?Mtyant .at the

them got the idea of kissing th! br!!!!^lj u:!y''!!!e‘1;t;“!!.!!!!n!rlL!““
Fye y a n^ had the la r.^e st Iresbvterian yicMo-nn ol-r,^-

different kinds of';ort'?“e"a\r!« ‘o!"!hem"!
got up to give his report P’.d be^-an- "nr> cicvai

^bien Jr. ,l 1 i Kowry
rpul .o-aid, 'Tpi. o P tHn/'p do- h f ^'-^^‘^y^Por'ted I4 kinus of work; Ct.

tepchino: science in the college hl^'week^
reported his oi.n two kinds os work:

"" -!^'^;'er!"u!! “ra!‘!!:!r-
enterprises; he !¥!!n‘!!!“i!!L°!b!!!! n!L" V!!!S^In''!!r!!L!m-''!r?!mfstudy full 0 Koreans w.-itin to talk with him; one .such n! !! !e !!rri

!!!r!a Jo",!? % r°!
"-oo!:;s

n’t say a word, he'd idf’ I'L!! !or»ri!o! !!T!r?a!!went irioO the study to tplk to his Koreans. Let me srvhad one passion: to make Christ knovn
, and to establishsupporting, self-propappating Church.

children" to'^r-i
learn the la.^guage, and before long she had threeecbildren to rdse. I teu’-nt -nglish in the College, then course^ in the

Jen'.s ^'il;’le Institute, and then I was invited to teach "a course in the Women'

-

Vnnerrr r" I
stimulating. Two years before returning toon our irs furlough i received a letter from ,lr. .Ctacy r^oberts.

was enough; he Ju.'t
tl ese mis.cionaries

a self-governing, self



fi^ned^tJ Seninary, saying that I was as-
courres
Fall

bfloV- or> T r.-r-p r
j.ort±c!ii II 1 Gouia ^^et Ezekiel off mv

ekiei and Dr
® "lething li^-e beginners’ Greek instead of Ez-

all wppV a
" ^ Ecld yes . This vss real missionary life teachinf^el] week and preaching in rry country Churches on Sundays.

^

end^«i??p^wl^rr
beginning, during those years countless little boys

and It ^tt^
pl^./mg on the dustry, dirty streets all day lon^-

O^P ppia
there w^ere no schools for them, and little heme life.^old, February night one of the missionary ladies said, "I'm afraid bpTgar boys will freeze tonight, can't something be done-"' " th my

thrChl"?" '"S boys we got permission to use the attic^ooi ovfrthe hraetian x>ook Store on Mein Street and gathered six be^p-ar hnv^ to oiarounda Fot-bellied .tove; they ca»b back the next niyht, aS Jhe”L“h.d to do more for them, so we began telling Bible and other storie- sing-praying, and playing games; more boys came and'weleldclasses in reading, writin^o-, arithmetic, and Bible; and by summer the atticroom was filled with boys coming every night: it was the first Night Clilin Korea. They were called Pioneer Clubs at first; later, Bible C^ubs.
Ve began other clubs, in the mornings for both boys and girl- tnat summerin the Ken'S and Women's Bible Institute buildings; In Ihe Falrwe persrdelsome city Churches to allow us to use some of their rooms, and the chiB rencame in large numbers. We had college and seminary sclicl^rsnip sludentstoo e eaching in the late afternoons ai.d evenings. V/e organized our edu-catioMl program after the exanple of the Boy Jesue who "ihc?essed 1^ 18^™"he intelleeteal side of li e; and in rtature", the phyelcal aide ^nJe

tL soc"iorL"dro? Uff of life; "aL in favor «itS oLV'-
-j

.

ife. rive days a week study classes , worship hour phvs-ical exercise and games and music periods were conducted; one dly of each^weekwas called Club Day"; it began with the Worship ceremonial" which the child-ren conducted led the singing, offered sentence prayers, recited Bible vel-e-and repeated together Luke ?:5? and saluted together as a pledf^e of livirgthe four-fold Christian life. Periods of physical exercisLt ani garnintsicand a business meeting to plan programs and social services ’f^Unldr knon’ducted as far as possiole by the boys ,and girls themselves. Life a d work InPyengyang Station seemed to^good to fee true; and, alas it was.

Let me go on with the missionary agony. In 1936 a military coup changed
the whole government of Japan. Soon train-loads of Japanese troops passed
through the city to fi-ht in China. The government imposed Japanese shrine
v^orship on all students and tiie Korean Presbyterian General Assembly was forced
to approve the shrine worship. The Theological Seminary, the Mission Schools,
the Bible Clubs were forced to close. Then, in 1940 the American State Depart-
ment advised all Americans to leave the Par East. All the missionary work of
the years, the growth of the Korean Church seemed at an end; then followed the
dark years of the Second World War.

Liberation can.e to Korea in 1945; we returned to live in Seoul in 1948. The
country had been drained of its resources by the Japanese v/ar effort. The city
was run down;, electricity came to our house for fifteen minutes in the evening,
maybe; the water, for a while at four-thirty in the morning; e had coal dust
for fuel. Countless refugees fl^-d dow-n from tti*- North, faeiay . tejdjiua hov.' they) t

had had to sit in their darkened homes until mid-night fearful of a voice call-



out; he woutd go without a word never tobe heard of again; four hundred ministers disarpeared in thosrd;yr

in th!
fillinl'witn'peopie; seminary classes were held

riiihp . r
sbrine building, without chairs, or desks, or heat ^^ibleClubs were forming, especially in refugee ^hurches.

thrle^vears
raged up and down the pennisula for

fin America off^oJt
^ People , destroying ci ties

, towns , and villages... AL-eriCc-. official wondered if tne country could ever recover We -Tow

llTuZlT
to do in Taegu and Fusan. S^ee^r: fhlZ “ h

rtar?hef
orrhans, widows; relief work went on in city and oounjry

twenW ‘’°=P“sls. orphanages (we helped formwenty ol them in Taegu), seminary classes were held in the West Church in

oTflst'^%ole nub"'""'"'''
had only the clothes on their back, and not mJoh^ ^ organized here and tl.ere; the Churches were nackedwith their own people and refugees. The Truce came in 1953- our childrerh^d

that
to Korea; and we were ready 'for furlough

missionary ecstacy. We returned to Seoi 1 in 1954
Inl iyJ

Chi rches were filling with people, new, refugee Churches v ere form-*had restored allcthe Mission Schools the Mission had founLdwanted to carry on the ideals and the methods of the
’

iw.sionaries, and they allowed us to serve on their Boards of Directors- theBroadcasting system was established, under Otto DeCamp; the Christ-ian Literature Society took on new life, with the help of Allen Clark Pete^an Lierop did a great work in Andong, and so on. The Churches began’ evan^e

L

iw-tic campaigns with slogans like "Thirty million Koreans for Chrift."
The Bible Club Movement grew to about 70,000 boys, and girls attending oiF,hc;all over South Korea; most of them from the poorest, and non-Chr sr^a^LmefWe received monthly reports from them all, puhished a monthly maga^ne hel^teacher-leader conferences in Seoul and other parts of the couTtry It afespecially excitSng to attend Bible Club Rallies on SaturdavrirJhe Hi Lson in Seoul, and Taejun, and Taegu, and Andong! aM Pusan and to seeof children conduct their Worship Ceremonial, lead their hymn singinj 0?^^

speit thf4s! S Up rv Christian life in Luke 2%2. They thenspent the f^t of the day wioh their games and races, Olympic style' Some ofthem told their leaders; "This is the happiest day at the Jeer fjr Is."

and™boufTOO®.i?,))entf“7 w
n™ ““ f^ditatihh building,and about 500 students. I was kept busy teaching 12, 13 hours a week servingsome time as dean, twice as acting president. Each year a hundred and’more students would graduate in cap and gown and go out to Lrve as pastorefteLhenf'chaplains, and in course of time, as missionaries. Then it was even more ex-’citing to be invited by many of them to speak in their Churches and ar^Li^

P O S u o •

Cne of the chaplains invited Dorothy and me to attend the Easter Service of

\ attended, including their new oommand-

"WELCOfi COiM^AhDEH^fiVn^
memorial towels, marked at one end by the words:

rucTQ-
COMMAhDnh KIMm. and at the other end, "Ct.^unril uuATiUhn;:

, Inn niSEh
chaplain took us up to the front line overlooking the enemyforces; as we llimped up the ridge through a trench we saw the pads where thesoldiers slept and at each pillov. as a New Testament and a hymn book. "But

they're not all Christians, are they?" we asked; "Yes", the chaylein seid,



they \von't desert to tlie com-

t-r comrnpnder '..'oots only ClTi-tis
munists." ± .

W- V'as^e-
r i v'^“

' cf- -jc,,<c

man St the main Penitentiary at the rVone^t o?
^nree -thousand

tnere v.’ere fiftv men ^ittin in - -h li,

^ chni-lam; one Cunday
ing to be baptised that day -o-^e tJ ree , wait-
supper; and the mersage'^^ "If' the -m

men partook of the Lord’s
free indeed."

^
^ you sl-all bo

a million^boyo"nd^°i^Js‘\s^ a t tended^Xy t:rov;in,r in Keren;
has grown into Soong Sill University v.iti 700o''-tmlent - Choi'"

College
College has grown into funsei L'niversitv . i t iO So \ ^

-Pristian
has grov.-n from a hundred to o,/'00 -tudent- ' S°?v ^tdllion Christians in Korea lod ,nnn .

-cn^.'.y there are aoout twelve
the Koreans, and Korean Chri ^'ti-in'^ -r'd'wn

thousand Churches; and
many parts of the world; there ar^ ? Peut of

^''^erflowed into
perhars 6OO of them in C&lifcrni'^

'

"'’he n e'/t
^ Churches in this country,

Korean p,.tors »nd Kore"^ C,lh;“;eo, V n
‘0 '"«• * -VT that it vodla un„ oPt Ukh' tM.U':,

^ ">••»
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FRANCIS KINSLER
January 13, 1904 - January 9, 1992

ilu-

CI-/7 -^-dia-ncxZ^—

Francis°LTrCnTto°K^ef^n^92R“^^^^
theological Seminary, (

Sgol'rC ZmJ'ZT “fH*"
i" and

ranidlv crrnt ^ u u
made this impossible. He was soon caught up with the

comlXfde "n n“’’‘ k®
“’® ''"’“‘“ry in Pyongyang and preaching in the

compaT™ all theS year^^
'^ho has been his close and dedicated

cnirjf
Presbyterian Church in Korea placed major emphasis on the preparation of

aQQicm^^ ^ f

edicated and highly qualified ministers, and this became Kinsler's main

aracS^^^^^r
^^^31toJS4^1 in Pyongyang and from 1948,to 1970 in Seoul and Taeguacaaemic fiela was New Testament studies; he also served from 1952 to 1959 as Dearhas been the largest Presbyterian seminary in the world. Among his publications in KoreanT^are commentaries on the The Gospel of John and Romans, tI Temptation of

retTtZunh !hn T
°f *e Scriptures, his Ltes indicate that heread tiuough the Greek New Testament 180 times, many of them orally.

cfro f j
Kinsler saw the need to help young boys begging in theireets, so he created a program of basic education and Christian formation^ OvefThe yearshis became known as the Bible Club Movement. The need for alternative education vLtly

over South Korea. Many became recognized middle and secondary schools; for years theircombined enrollment was over 50,000. It is estimated that one million young men and

ChrTs^ranf-tn^' r P^ticipated in the movement. For many this was thfir door to'^nnstian raitn and service. 14 $

Pro=K Kinsler was pastor of First’’^
Pi^esbyterian Church at East Hampton, Long Island, New York, and upon retirement frommissionary service in 1970 he served as pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Center Moriches,Long Island. He and his wife Dorothy moved into the missionary retirement community ofWestminster Gardens in Duarte, California in 1976. By this time there were hundreds ofKorean congregations in Southern California, and many of the pastors were his former
students For^ the remaining years of his life he was called upon to preach in their
congregations, teacxi in their seminaries, and offer counsel to their churches and presbyteries.
Just three weeks before his death, he preached for the last time at Divine Light (Korean)

foJ^
resbyterian Church in San Gabriel, where he had been preaching and teaching regularly.

/A £ u
Kinsler held numerous positions on the boards and agencies of the mission and..^church in Korea. He received the Doctor of Divinity Degree from Maryville College in 1954and he was awarded the Order of Cultural Merit from the President of Korea in 1965. In

beptember of 1991 the first post-war class of the seminary in Seoul invited him back to^rea
tor tneir 40th anniversary. iU-4-c^ cLd nAL 'iW: dhiu^ %

Kinsler came from a devout family. His father was a Presbyterian elder; hisOlder brother Arthur is a Presbyterian minister; his sisters Marian and Helen served as r ^rn^issionaries m Korea and as orphanage workers in Philadelphia. He and Dorothy had three
Children. Their daughter Helen lives in Virginia; her three children, Bruce, Christian
Laeticia and their families live in the Eastern States. Son Arthur and his wife Sue Shin serve'
as missionaries with the Presbyterian Church in Korea; their children, John, Ross, and Elaine

California. Son Ross and his wife Gloria serve as missionaries in Costa Rica;
their children, Elizabeth, John, Paul and their families live in California and New Jersey.
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